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[CALL TO HEAR] 
 
James 1:8-12 ESV 
 

12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has 
stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to 
those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted 
by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 
14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death.  

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures. 

 

Pastor – “People of God, this is the Word of God.” 
People – “Thanks be to God.” 

Pray 
 
Illustration 
 
Have you ever been put through a really hard thing, and then endured it, even 
when no one told you there was a prize worth achieving at the other end? 
 
Introduction 
 
In the text today we are wrapping up our topic today of trials or I should say 
the introduction to them. This letter was written to Christians across 
Palestine who were enduring trials, trials that would intensify in the time of 
Nero a short while later.  All of this making it an excellent a letter for modern 
Christians to take seriously the important things in life, like living for the Lord 
Jesus, to produce a Faith that Works.  Vs. 12-18 will break down for us the 
process that we will need for the rest of James.  You see this was an 
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introduction paragraph for this book, and here today we have the concluding 
lines of this prologue today, summarizing in three parts how the Christian life 
should be handled.  So that when you read the rest of the letter you know why 
you would need to take it to heart. 
 
This last section starts off with getting us to set our sights on the right 
target in life.  There is something that James wants to put out there for us to 
shoot at, we will look at this target in v. 12.  Next, we will look at avoiding the 
paths that lead to death, there is a particular warning that James has for us, 
a view of God that he wants to steer us from, because that view is the thing 
that drives many people away from the faith (vs.13-16).  Then lastly, we will 
look at the miracle of divine birth (17-18), understanding how God brought us 
into this faith will do good to strengthen all our resolve for the days ahead. 
 
MP 

We reject blaming God, the source of all good,  
and fight the self-deception of our own hearts. 

 
1. Setting our sights on the target of life. 
 
12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has 
stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to 
those who love him. 
 
How we take aim. 
1st phrase - Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial. 
Blessed - μακάριος (makarios). Blessed or fortunate.  The simplest way to 
interpret this word in the many places it is found in the Greek NT is to use the 
word ‘happiness’.  This is no ordinary happiness though, but according to 
Jesus, the Psalmists, and James this is a state of well-being that comes from 
God, not everyday life occurrences.  That state of contentment, this 
blessedness, is God derived in us, we would never make it to this state if not 
but for God.  The man that is blessed is a man that has been worked out, 
through, and for, by God. Blessed is the man, that has had God put him 
through his paces and by going through that trial/period of testing is 
fortunate, they have received a blessing. 

μακάριος%20(makarios).%20adj.%20blessed,%20fortunate.%20An%20adjective%20describing%20a%20person%20as%20experiencing%20positive%20circumstances%20or%20a%20happy%20disposition.%20%20Joshua%20G.%20Mathews,%20
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Verse 12 points, in its proclamation about trials, directly back to the beginning 
of this chapter. 
 
James 1:2-4 ESV 
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you 
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing. 
 
Trials, we were taught, is what tests our faith, to learn if it is real, to see 
where we are weak, to learn about God’s forgiveness and steadfast love, they 
are to show us something about ourselves and they are to show the world 
something about God.  Life is full of them, and we are to count them all joy.  
We count them joy for going through them is what makes our faith steadfast, 
that is, on the day you need it most, it won’t fail you.  Sure, things won’t always 
work out and you don’t need it to, what you and I need more than anything else 
is a faith that doesn’t fail, a faith that produces hope, a faith that saves.  And 
blessed is the man that God has built that type of faith in them for they will 
lack nothing!  How do we take aim at the right thing in life? We don’t 
abandon the trial, seek to endure at all costs. 
 
This 1st phrase in v. 12 restates what we learned in vs. 2-4 again, you are 
fortunate when you have learned to remain steadfast under a trial, that’s a 
good thing!  But now James tells us the why, and the why for us here in v.12 
becomes the target to shoot for.  You see most people, unless you are one of 
those unusual people that don’t need a ‘why’ to suffer, like a professional 
cross-fit competitor, or an extreme marathon runner, or people who swim 
like the English channel, they want to know why they must endure, what’s the 
win?! 
 
What we are shooting at. 
2nd phrase - for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, 
You do have a reward, and the reward sounds like something you want; a 
crown στέφανος (stephanos).  This crown is not like what you and I first think 
of, a Gold, round piece, with points holding jewelry, no in the first century a 

5109%20II.%20στέφανος%20(stephanos),%20ου%20(ou),%20ὁ%20(ho):%20n.masc.;%20≡%20DBLHebr%206498;%20Str%204735;%20TDNT%207.615—1.%20LN%206.192%20wreath%20a%20woven%20victory%20garland%20(1Co%209:25),%20even%20make%20of%20gold%20(Rev%204:4);%20or%20in%20mockery%20(Mk%2015:17);%202.%20LN%2057.121%20prize%20(2Ti%204:8;%20Jas%201:12;%201Pe%205:4;%20Rev%202:10);%203.%20LN%2042.19%20accomplishment,%20a%20symbol%20of%20a%20successful%20activity%20of%20situation%20(Php%204:1),%20for%20another%20interp,%20see%20above%20%20James%20Swanson,%20Dictionary%20of%20Biblical%20Languages%20with%20Semantic%20Domains:%20Greek%20(New%20Testament)%20(Oak%20Harbor:%20Logos%20Research%20Systems,%20Inc.,%201997).
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Greek concept of a crown was most likely a wreath, garland of some type 
woven together, that was awarded after winning something.  It is not about 
the worth in the object, but it is more about what the object means, and they 
are worn to make a public declaration about the meaning. You wear it on your 
head so people would know something about you.  We are shooting at, you 
and me, receiving a crown for the life we have lived. So, looking at scripture 
there are some different meanings behind crowns, there are different 
exaltations that crowns can bring or different meanings behind having them. 
 
Exaltation to Office 
Esther 8:15 Mordecai, cousin to Queen Esther, was awarded a crown in 
service of Xerxes I. 
Psalm 21:3 King David observes that God Himself is the one that crowns 
earthly rulers. 
Crowns show that someone has been providentially moved from one station 
to another, crowns are awarded to show elevation in office. 
Exaltation in Joy 
1 Thes 2:19 Paul says that the people he loves are his personal crowns to be 
shared at Christ’s coming. 
SoS 3:11 Solomon’s crown is synonymous with the joy he received at his 
coronation. 
Crowns also show that you have received true joy, a blessedness given, 
wearing of a crown bestowed by God always produces joy in the believer. 
Exaltation of Completion/Victory 
1 Cor 9:25 Paul encourages the church to run to receive an imperishable 
crown for their completion of the Christian life. 
2 Tim 4:8 Paul exclaims about the crown of righteousness to be awarded 
after life by the King of righteousness Himself. 
Crowns will also show that the person wearing it has achieved something, 
that there was work to be done, and the crown was only rewarded upon the 
completion. 
Exaltation of the Giver 
1 Peter 5:4 Peter talks about the honor of having received the future crown by 
Christ Himself. 
Rev 2:10 Jesus says don’t be afraid there will be trials, but I myself will reward 
you a crown in the end for faithful endurance. 

15 Then%20Mordecai%20went%20out%20from%20the%20presence%20of%20the%20king%20in%20royal%20robes%20of%20blue%20and%20white,%20with%20a%20great%20golden%20crown%20and%20a%20robe%20of%20fine%20linen%20and%20purple,%20and%20the%20city%20of%20Susa%20shouted%20and%20rejoiced%20%20The%20Holy%20Bible:%20English%20Standard%20Version%20(Wheaton,%20IL:%20Crossway%20Bibles,%202025),%20Es%208:15.
11 %20%20%20%20%20%20Go%20out,%20O%20daughters%20of%20Zion,%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20and%20look%20upon%20King%20Solomon,%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20with%20the%20crown%20with%20which%20his%20mother%20crowned%20him%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20on%20the%20day%20of%20his%20wedding,%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20on%20the%20day%20of%20the%20gladness%20of%20his%20heart.%20%20%20%20The%20Holy%20Bible:%20English%20Standard%20Version%20(Wheaton,%20IL:%20Crossway%20Bibles,%202025),%20So%203:11.
8 Henceforth%20there%20is%20laid%20up%20for%20me%20the%20crown%20of%20righteousness,%20which%20the%20Lord,%20the%20righteous%20judge,%20will%20award%20to%20me%20on%20that%20day,%20and%20not%20only%20to%20me%20but%20also%20to%20all%20who%20have%20loved%20his%20appearing.%20%20%20The%20Holy%20Bible:%20English%20Standard%20Version%20(Wheaton,%20IL:%20Crossway%20Bibles,%202025),%202%20Ti%204:8.
10 Do%20not%20fear%20what%20you%20are%20about%20to%20suffer.%20Behold,%20the%20devil%20is%20about%20to%20throw%20some%20of%20you%20into%20prison,%20that%20you%20may%20be%20tested,%20and%20for%20ten%20days%20you%20will%20have%20tribulation.%20Be%20faithful%20unto%20death,%20and%20I%20will%20give%20you%20the%20crown%20of%20life.%20%20The%20Holy%20Bible:%20English%20Standard%20Version%20(Wheaton,%20IL:%20Crossway%20Bibles,%202025),%20Re%202:10.
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What makes crowns so special for the believer is the one we will receive one 
day will be divvied out by no other than Christ Himself.  
 
So, the receiving of a crown of life, will show an exaltation of a station we did 
not have before, to a joy that can’t be removed, displaying a completion of the 
trials of life, all to be rewarded in the court of our King Jesus!  Where we get 
to cast down our crowns at His feet proclaiming along with the elders around 
the throne worthy alone is the lamb who never gave up on me and used me to 
accomplish the glorious victories of heaven (Revelation 4:9-11)! 
 
So, setting our sights on the right things in life has one more step. 
 
The way to zero in. 
3rd phrase - which God has promised to those who love him. 
Taking aim at life at the right thing, is all about missing bunch of times before 
you can zero in on a bull’s eye.  Many times, for the believer in the early parts 
of their lives, they aren’t even aiming, when a trial comes along, they get out 
of line, they abandon hope, they run to sin, and they blame God.  But God is so 
good, he sets up our lives so that we end up at that line again.  Then finally it 
clicks one day that we want is what God has to offer.  We have finally lived 
long enough to see the things of this world fail us, we have received enough 
grace to know God gives good things, not bad, so whatever is waiting for us in 
the end with Him is worth it.  Then we learn it was the work of Jesus that 
taught us that and that He is worth it.  We begin to see that life is all about 
Him not us.  That’s when we begin to zero in our aim.   
 
We stop focusing on all the commands in scripture and we just start loving 
Him for who He is.  It is love that drives us, it is loves that challenges us, it is 
loves that gets us going.  Next thing you know the Christian life is no longer 
worried about doing enough good things it is all about us trying to love Jesus 
more!  That’s where God wants to get us, to the point where those that love 
God, are receiving their rewards through trials, they are receiving their 
endurance to get them to the one they love.  God’s people endure trials all 
because we love Him and for no other reason!  So that they day we receive 
our crown of life, from His hands, you will know deep down why you’re getting 
that, it is simply because you love Him all because He first loved us (1 Jn 4:19) 

9 And%20whenever%20the%20living%20creatures%20give%20glory%20and%20honor%20and%20thanks%20to%20him%20who%20is%20seated%20on%20the%20throne,%20who%20lives%20forever%20and%20ever,%2010 the%20twenty-four%20elders%20fall%20down%20before%20him%20who%20is%20seated%20on%20the%20throne%20and%20worship%20him%20who%20lives%20forever%20and%20ever.%20They%20cast%20their%20crowns%20before%20the%20throne,%20saying,%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2011 
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Setting our sights on the target of life, to receive a crown from Him who whom 
we love, that’s what we are fighting for family. A reward that means I can truly 
say, without doubt in our hearts, we loved the Lord in life more than our own 
lives. 
 
2. Avoiding the path that leads to death. 
 

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person 
is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when 
it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth 
death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 
 
Ok so James along with getting us set on life 
with the right focus now tells us there is 
something we must be aware of.  It seems 
that the same trials that lead us to the Crown 
of Life are the same trials that lead us to the 
falling away from faith, it all depends on our 
response!  Will we listen to the voice that says 
go your own way that leads to disobedience 
and disloyalty, or do we listen to God’s voice 
that leads to devotion and deliverance? 
 
This starts off just like v. 2 again with a very 
important adverb, it is not ‘if’ you are tempted but ‘when’ you are.  You will not 
have a choice about it, that’s what makes James such a good book to study, it 
doesn’t let you run from the truth you want to run from.  So, first thing James 
says is that when you are being tempted, DO NOT, accuse God of leading you 
into a temptation for evil purposes.  God does send trials yes, and some of 
those trials will yield temptations by your will, yes, but what makes them 
temptations that lead to sin comes from us, not God. 
 
For example, you read about one of these such tests this week in your BRP: 
 

1st Command – Count trials all 
joy! 
2nd Command - Submit to 
Sanctification – Let maturing 
be perfected in you! 
3rd Command - Ask God for 
wisdom in faith without doubt! 
4th Command boast in your 
exaltation and humiliation. 
5th Command don’t believe God 
is tempting you to sin! 
6th Command don’t be deceived 
by your own heart. 
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Genesis 22:1-2 ESV 

The Sacrifice of Isaac 
22 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of 
the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
 
That word for tested is נָסָה nasah, means to test, to tempt, to be tried.  It is 
used multiple times in the OT to show God testing His people.  Testing is not 
for God btw, it is about us, and the testimony that is portrayed by it.  In this 
example with Abraham, it was a test after many years of learning to follow 
God, so not just Abraham, but for us we could see that faith is grown, and 
faith is tested, and God will require from us sacrifices so we can learn if faith 
is real, and it benefits others when they see us live it out.  In this example we 
all learned from, Abraham trusts the Lord God with all for all is from Him and 
for Him and most importantly, He never breaks a promise/covenant!  Did you 
notice that the Lord did not test Him with this until he had failed in trusting 
God’s provision several times?  Remember God always brings us back to that 
starting line and when the time comes for those that love God, He rewards 
with life! 
 
God did not do an evil thing to Abraham, if Abraham would have failed that 
would have all been on Him.  BECAUSE God cannot be tempted by evil 
Himself, therefore He tempts no one, James says.  In other words, tempting 
us to sin would achieve nothing, for there is nothing that God would gain from 
it.  It’s funny all Christians say they desire absolute Free Will until they are 
confronted with one of those trials they usually fail at, like a lust of the flesh, 
then everyone wants to be a Calvinist.  They want God to take control, and 
they blame Him for sin, because the temptation was merely there. 
 
Temptation, James says, leads to sin when we are lured and enticed by our 
own desires.  Desires, many times in the Bible are used to show lust and lust 
does not originate with God. 
 
1 John 2:16 ESV 

†%5bנָסָה%20S5254%20TWOT1373%20GK5814%5d%20vb.%20Pi.%20test,%20try%20(NH%20id.,%20Pi.;%20𝔗%20Pa.%20נַסִּי;%20Syriac%20Pa.%20ܢܰܣܺܝ%20(nasi);%20cf.%20Ethiopic%20መንሱት%20(mansut)%20temptation);—Pi.%20Pf.%203%20ms.%20נִסָּה%20Dt%204:34%20+%203%20times;%20sf.%20נִסָּהוּ%20Ex%2015:25;%203%20fs.%20נִסְּתָה%20Dt%2028:56;%201%20s.%20נִסִּיתִי%20Ec%207:23,%20+%204%20times%20Pf.;%20Impf.%203%20ms.%20sf.%20יְנַסֵּם%20Dn%201:14;%201%20s.%20אֲנְסֶּה%20Ju%206:39;%20sf.%20אֲנַסְּכָה%20Ec%202:2;%203%20mpl.%20יְנַסּוּ%20Nu%2014:22;%202%20mpl.%20תְּנַסּ֑וּן%20Ex%2017:2,%20+%207%20times%20Impf.;%20Imv.%20נַס%20Dn%201:12;%20sf.%20נַסֵּנִי%20ψ%2026:2;%20Inf.%20cstr.%20נַסּוֹת%20Ex%2020:20,%20+%208%20times%20Inf.;%20Pt.%20מְנַסֶּה%20Dt%2013:4;—1.%20test,%20try%20(syn.%20בחן),%20abs.%201%20S%2017:39%20(equipment);%20c.%20בְּ%20Ju%206:39%20Ec%202:1;%20c.%20acc.%20Dn%201:12,%2014;%20acc.%20+%20בְּ%201%20K%2010:1%20=%202%20Ch%209:1,%20Ec%202:1;%207:23.%202.%20attempt,%20essay,%20try%20to%20do%20a%20thing,%20c.%20Inf.%20Dt%204:34%20(c.%20לְ)%2028:56;%20c.%20acc.%20Jb%204:2%20(venture%20a%20word).%203.%20test,%20try,%20prove,%20tempt%20%5bbut%20not%20in%20modern%20sense%20of%20the%20word:%20v.%20Dr%20Dt%206:16;%20ψ%20453,%20483%5d%20a.%20God%20tests%20or%20proves%20Abr.%20Gn%2022:1%20(E),%20Isr.%20Ex%2015:25;%2020:20%20(E),%2016:4%20(J),%20Dt%208:2,%2016;%2013:4;%20c.%20בְּ%20Ju%202:22;%203:1,%204;%20tribe%20of%20Levi%20Dt%2033:8%20(poem);%20Hezekiah%202%20Ch%2032:31;%20psalmist%20ψ%2026:2.%20b.%20Isr.%20tests,%20or%20tries%20God:%20Ex%2017:2,%207;%20Nu%2014:22%20(J),%20Dt%206:16%20ψ%2078:18,%2041,%2056;%2095:9;%20106:14;%20so%20Ahaz,%20Is%207:12.%20%20Francis%20Brown,%20Samuel%20Rolles%20Driver,%20and%20Charles%20Augustus%20Briggs,%20Enhanced%20Brown-Driver-Briggs%20Hebrew%20and%20English%20Lexicon%20(Oxford:%20Clarendon%20Press,%201977),%20650.
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16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 
 
Desires are of the world.  The ‘desire’ is the thing that drives the breaking of 
the commandments; you shall not murder, commit adultery, steal, lie, or 
covet, (Ex 20:13-17). God gives those commandments to learn about His 
righteousness and holiness but He also give them so we can learn that sin 
comes from desires, not Him.  Testing by God is how we learn to fear Him and 
know how close to sin we really are. 
 
Exodus 2:20 ESV 
Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the 
fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 
 
Testing by God is to get you to see sin, to get you to see its’ danger and to get 
you to see its’ hold on you, it is evil not to do so.  For there is only one place it 
leads. 
 
Romans 6:23a ESV 
23 For the wages of sin is death, 
 
James concludes with this command which is a plead with those he loves. 
 
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 
 
Family who is doing the deceiving if God cannot sin, that evil cannot come 
from Him.  You see it has to come from us, our hearts, born in sin, depraved 
beyond our control and power to repair. Contemplate again the words of 
Christ on this family. 
 
Mark 7:20-23 ESV 
What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21 For from within, out of the 
heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
22 coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 
23 All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
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 Do not be deceived brothers and sisters God has not led any of us into sin, 
that is simply the work of desire run amuck.  Remember the aim is to endure 
trials till we learn to love God and know that it is our own hearts that drives us 
into loving ourselves more.   
 
Now embracing that truth should prepare us for this last glorious thing that 
should get us to stop blaming God and start us praising Him! 
 
3. Celebrating the miracle of divine birth 
 

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of 
his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 
James just like Paul, Peter, and John believes the same things; all good 
comes from God, by His will, birthed in people to be His people.  This picture 
of God helps the true believer to remember on their days of trials, don’t be 
deceived into thinking God is a bad guy, don’t trust your heart. 
 
First thing to remember - It all starts with a Bountiful God (v.17).  He is good, 
His gifts are perfect that is exactly what you need when you need it, He’s 
never changing and fair, and all of that comes from Him who is the Father of 
lights.  That is, He is the source of the lights in Heaven (sun, moon, and stars), 
He is before time, He is the creator of that which gives people light, and the 
source of light since the beginning has always been ‘good’!   As old as those 
lights are, and as good a thing as light is, God is the source of that.  Your God 
is able to provide everything we need when we need and does not withhold 
from those who ask, and it is ALWAYS good. 
 
Romans 8:32 ESV 
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 
also with him graciously give us all things? 
 
So, our new divine birth starts with a bountiful God. 
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2nd let’s take in how it all started – Of His own will He brought us forth (v.18) 
 
John 6:44 
No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will 
raise him up on the last day. 
 
Divine birth, a divine beginning starts with God calling His children out of this 
world.  You don’t have Jesus unless the Father first calls you to follow Him.  
He who is the light – Jesus (John 1) the Father brings to Him those who loved 
darkness into light, that is the use of trials and testing.  It is the Father 
starting to open the eyes to see the light of His Son.  You don’t see the Son 
unless the Father gets you to see Him. 
 
Ephesians 2:8 ESV 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, 
 
It was the Father’s will to gift us the grace in the Son.  When we see the light, 
and we know the light is good, and we choose to follow the light, you follow 
because you believe in Him, and that ability to believe and follow comes from 
the Father.  New birth is a delivery process you are brought out of a grave, you 
are brought into life, and saving faith is given unto you through those trials at 
birth. 
 
Divine birth is not left to circumstance, chance, and chaos, you were brought 
into this world by divine love, for divine purpose, and saved by divine decree 
of which that is the only thing you can boast in! 
 
3rd What is the source now of this life, how did we come into being, how did 
this happen?  He brought us forth by the Word of His Truth (v.18) 
 
1 Peter 1:23,25 ESV 
23     since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God 
25  but the word of the Lord remains forever. 
And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 
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 You read Psalm 1 last week, just look at the first 2 verses: 
 
Psalm 1:1-2 ESV 
1 Blessed is the man  

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,  
  nor stands in the way of sinners,  

nor sits in the seat of scoffers;  
 2  but his delight is in the law of the LORD,  

and on his law he meditates day and night. 
 
‘Blessed is the man’, what person do you know that naturally does not want to 
hang out with sinners, none, they don’t exist! Blessed is the man, the man 
intervened on by God, because the Father already determined to save Him, 
what has become His delight?  The Law of the LORD, the Word of God, and on 
it he meditates day and night.  Then the rest of that Psalm gives you images 
of what that looks like.  God changes us through His WORD, so that when 
trials come, we remember His WORDS, and then like Abraham, we trust what 
He says in HIS WORDS.  Then next thing you know we have FAITH in that 
WORD, and we see Jesus as our SAVIOR in that WORD.  The Word brings us 
through the process, through the reading of it, the preaching of it, the singing 
of it, and then the praying back to God.  No man changes without God’s Word 
bringing Him life, and that is why no one changes without God.  Any desire you 
have, any conviction of sin you have learned, has come from the WORD of 
God, and any believing in it, has happened through God working tirelessly in 
you to get you to trust Him.  All good things come from the Father of Lights, 
there is no evil intent in Him. 
 
Now, last thing to look at today, that I think drives this home, and puts an 
exclamation mark on how God loves His children. 
 
4th we were made for God - that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures (v.18). 
 
First fruits only come from God.  You have no fruit without first fruits, the 
seed to plant it, the calves to grow into maturity, the sons that bear the family 
line, you only have firstfruits if God wills it, supplies it, and manifests it from 
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His divine source first.  Firstfruits are divinely given and firstfruits are divinely 
owed. 
 
Second, first fruits are the best of the fruit.   (Ex 23:19; 34:26). They 
represented the strongest, the freshest, and the promise of the good that will 
come.  Our ancestors did not bring to God the lame, sick and diseased they 
only brought the best and that came out of the first fruits.  God says this 
about us, we are not the chaff, we are not the sick, we are not the lame, no 
God makes us the BEST! 
 
Lastly, the first fruits represented what type of harvest was to be brought in.  
It was a rejoicing in what God was going to be bringing in throughout the rest 
of the year.  That you would know you would have enough to eat off of, you 
have enough to put up, you would have enough to collect seed and prepare for 
next years’ harvest, and it would be the perfect amount whatever that was for 
it was God’s will whatever it was. 
 
Family, we His people, listen to this, we are HIS FIRSTFRUITS!  Those that 
endure their trials, are the best of the best, not by our hands, we have been 
prepared and brought forth by His hands.  We are His and therefore we are His 
offering to this world so that the world would know God is doing the providing, 
there is more to come, and they should put hope in the next season of life just 
like the first of our line.  
 
Hebrews 2:9-10 ESV 
9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely 
Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that 
by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing 
many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through 
suffering. 
 
God is going to make us just like His son, through trials of suffering, to make 
us the firstfruits of all creation.  He does this because He is good and full of 
love, and because our Father doesn’t make junk, He makes a people that 

/19 
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image His perfect Son.  And for this reason, let’s do our best to live out this 
main point in the weeks to come. 
 
MP 

We reject blaming God, the source of all good,  
and fight the self-deception of our own hearts. 

 
[CALL TO OBEY] 
 
1. Mortify the Heart’s Deception: Since the text warns that we are lured by 

our own desires, we must take up the daily discipline of self-examination. 
In your home worship and personal prayer, confess the specific 
inclinations of your heart that lead you to blame God or external 
circumstances when trials arise. Rather than justifying our reactions, we 
must humbly acknowledge that our internal struggle with sin is the true 
source of our instability and pray for the grace to see our trials as divinely 
appointed tests meant to refine our faith rather than destroy it. 

 
2. Strengthen the Will with the Word: We must intentionally commit to the 

study and meditation of Scripture, for it is by the 'word of truth' that the 
Father brings forth new life. To combat the shifting shadows of our own 
changing emotions, let your family life be anchored in the objective reality 
of the Law and the Gospel. When a trial hits, do not rely on your own 
wisdom; instead, look to the Word to re-center your perspective on the 
goodness of the Father, ensuring that your home is a sanctuary where 
God's promises—not our fleeting desires—are the final authority. 

 
3. Cultivate the Crown of Life through Steadfast Love: As the 'firstfruits' of 

His creation, our lives are intended to be a public testimony of Christ’s 
victory. Resolve to endure your current testing by fixing your gaze upon 
the 'crown of life' promised to those who love Him. Let this hope produce a 
joyful endurance in your daily vocation, whether in the workplace or within 
the home, demonstrating to a watching world that our reward is not found 
in the ease of this life, but in the faithful service of the King who first loved 
us. 

 



 James / Faith that Works - Wk. 5 
                                               “Temptation, Sin, & the Goodness of God” 

               By Pastor Jody May 09/27/2026 
 

 
 

 

 

14 

 
Prayer 
 
[COMMUNION] 
 
Corinthians 11:23-26 ESV 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
When we partake of the bread today remember the life of Jesus lived perfect 
for us, He who stood firm under the ultimate trial. While we are so easily lured 
by our own desires and the pride of life, Jesus remained steadfast, never 
wavering, never seeking His own glory. By His humble obedience, He fulfilled 
all righteousness, becoming the 'firstfruits' of a new creation. As you eat, 
remember that the same power that sustained Him in His trial is the power 
that brings us forth by the word of truth. Let us not boast in our own strength, 
but in His, for He has made us worthy through His own perfect endurance.  All 
praise the perfect effort of the Lord of Life. 
 
When we partake of the juice, we remember the blood of the New Covenant—
the very sign of the Father’s bountiful grace toward His children. We are often 
prone to the self-deception of our own hearts, yet the blood of Christ serves 
as the final, irrevocable proof that our Father is the source of all good and no 
evil. He did not withhold His own Son but poured Him out so that our own 
death-bringing desires might be conquered. Let us drink in remembrance of 
the One who faced the ultimate trial of the cross, bearing the weight of our 
sin so that we might be brought into the eternal light of God. All praise to our 
Savior who has made a way for us through His steadfast love securing for us 
our future Crown of Life. 
 
[CONFESSION OF FAITH] 
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* The Congregation will stand and recites: 
Elder – “Christians, what do you believe?” 
 
LBCF 1689 Chapter 2 Of God and the Holy Trinity Paragraph 1 Who Is God? 
(Part 1) 
 
God is the one living and true God… He is perfectly loving, gracious, merciful, 
and patient. He is full of goodness and truth. forgiving iniquity, transgression, 
and sin. He rewards those who diligently seek him. 13 At the same time, he is 
perfectly just and terrifying in his judgments. 14 He hates all sin 15 and will 
definitely not clear those who are guilty. 16 
 
1. 1 Corinthians 8:4, 6; Deuteronomy 6:4 ... 
13. Exodus 34:6-7; Hebrews 11:6  
14. Nehemiah 9:32-33 
15. Psalms 5:5-6 
16. Exodus 34:7; Nahum 1:2-3 
 
[OFFERING+LAST SONG]  
 
[BENEDICTION] 
 
Go in the name of the Father, who is good, giving perfect gifts, birthing us by 
His divine will, making us the firstfruits of His creation.  
   
Go in the name of the Son, who through steadfast obedience and perfect 
discipline conquered the trials of life for us. 
 
Go in the name of and power of the HS, who will grant us the endurance 
needed to obtain the Crown of Life, now and go tell this world the reason for 
your joy! 
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[FELLOWSHIP CONVERSATIONS] 
 
1. The Nature of Blessedness: James 1:12 speaks of a 'blessed' state derived 
from God rather than circumstances. How does this definition challenge our 
worldly understanding of happiness, and in what ways can we better support 
one another in seeking this God-given contentment during seasons of intense 
hardship?  
 
 
2. The Anatomy of Temptation: The text identifies a specific progression 
from desire to sin to death. Can you share a time when you realized you were 
being 'lured' by your own heart? How does the doctrine of total depravity help 
us avoid the common error of blaming God for the temptations we face?  
 
 
3. The Mirror of the Word: Since the Father brought us forth by the 'word of 
truth,' how does the regular, systematic study of Scripture in our homes act 
as a shield against the self-deception James warns against? What are 
practical ways we can sharpen our meditation on the Law of the Lord as a 
family?  
 
 
4. The Theology of Trials: We often view trials as obstacles to our peace. 
According to the sermon, how does reframing our trials as 'divine tests' meant 
to reveal our reliance on Christ change how we pray for one another in our 
congregation?  
 
 
5. Living as Firstfruits: James calls believers 'a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures.' How does this identity influence the way we approach our 
responsibilities in the home, the workplace, and our political engagement? In 
what specific ways can we act as the 'best of the fruit' in a culture that is 
drifting further from the truth? 
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